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• More on generative models of transcription
• Discriminative models

Third Hour
• Famous cases of decipherment
• Prospects for "autodecipherment"
• What's left to decipher?
Target Audience
This tutorial will be of interest to anyone who wishes to have a better understanding of how writing (the form of language that most computational linguists deal with) works, and how such problems as transcription (transliteration) and decipherment are approached computationally.
Bios
Kevin Knight is a Research Associate Professor in Computer Science at the University of Southern California, a Senior Research Scientist and Fellow at the USC/Information Sciences Institute, and Chief Scientist at Language Weaver. Dr. Knight received a Ph.D. from Carnegie Mellon University in 1992, and a bachelor's degree from Harvard University. His current interests include better statistical machine translation through linguistics, and he is also working on exploiting cryptographic techniques to solve hard translation problems.
Richard Sproat received his Ph.D. in Linguistics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1985. Since then he has worked at AT&T Bell Labs, at Lucent's Bell Labs and at AT&T Labs -Research, before joining the faculty of the University of Illinois, and subsequently the Oregon Health & Science University. Sproat has worked in numerous areas relating to language and computational linguistics, including syntax, morphology, computational morphology, articulatory and acoustic phonetics, text processing, text-to-speech synthesis, writing systems, and text-to-scene conversion.
